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the very dust of his feet is purifying in its nature and effi-
cacy. Each is an infallible Pope in his own sphere. The
Brahman is the exclusive and Pharisaic Jew of India. He
is professedly the pure and exalted priest, separate from all
that is " common or unclean."

The traditional and guasi-leg&l rights and privileges con-
ceded to Brahmans in Travaneore, constitute a formidable
barrier to the general progress and political improvement of
the country. They are exempt in a native state from capital
punishment for any offence whatever, and their crimes arc
very leniently dealt with, while those committed against
them are severely punished. The laws as to caste distance also,
as far as they are carried out, cannot but put a stop to the ele-
vation of the lower orders, and necessarily limit the natural
freedom of large classes of individuals. !Fixed distances are
appointed, within which persons of low caste dare not approach
those of higher caste. A !N"air, for example, may approach,
but must not touch a Xamburi Brahman. A Shanar must
remain thirty-six paces off, and a Pulayan slave must stay at
a distance of ninety-six paces. Other intervals, according to
a graduated scale, are appointed to be observed between the
remaining castes; thus, for instance, a Shanar must remain
twelve steps away from a Nair, a Pulayan sixty-six steps,
and so on.

Even Europeans would be brought by Brahmans under
the influence of these intolerable arrangements, did they
only possess the power to compel the former to observe
them. During the early intercourse of Europeans with
Travancore, they were forbidden to use the main road, and
required to pass by a path along the coast where Brahmans
rarely travel; access to the capital was also refused as long
as possible. I myself have been ordered to run out of the
public road by the servants of a great Brahman priest who
was passing along in his palankeen, but, of course, refused to